
 

 

Old Salts & Assorted Spies 
Newsletter, 1st Quarter 2025  

President’s Message: Words from Michael Barnes 
 

First, a personal note – Fanna Loma, 
wife of RADM Dickey, an original 
founder of OS&AS, passed away on 
January 24, 2025. A memorial service 
and reception for her was held on 
February 1, 2025. See separate 
article for the OS&AS response in her 
honor. 

 

Second, Reunion Cruise 2025 - A wonderful time was had by 
all! Congrats to Andy Wallach, Belton Jennings, Joe Maggiore, 
and Cynthia Faschini for a wonderful job planning and 
executing on this unique reunion. It was a splendid hospitality 
suite and President’s Reception. I share Bill Craig’s joy in 
getting together with a group that I hold in high esteem, and 
who are always just the most delightful bunch to reunion 
with!  (See separate reunion highlights reporting.) 
 

Third, OS&AS Business meeting aboard the Carnival Glory. The 2024 Annapolis Reunion minutes 
were approved, if interested, a copy can be requested from Secretary Pam Harlin. See Bill Craig’s 
article for further information.                Continued on Page 2 
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President’s Message: continued  
 

Fourth, Next reunion identified at business meeting is Reno/Lake Tahoe. Consensus was to go 
west. Robin and I will be the primary management team for a reunion proposed for the fall of 
2026 in the Reno-Tahoe area, with a day at NAS Fallon, home of “Top Gun” training, and time 
exploring the incredible beauty of the Sierras, including luncheon lake cruise on Lake Tahoe (the 
nation’s largest alpine lake). Looking for volunteers to help in the planning and management. 
See details in separate article. 
 

Chairman’s Message: …………………………………………………….Greetings from Bill Craig 
 

We are Fresh Off the Boat from the first ever Old Salts sea cruise reunion.  We had a fabulous 
time with a welcome reception at the hotel in Orlando (including stand-up comedy from our 
shipmate Belton Jennings), a tour of the incredible Kennedy Space Center, and a weekend cruise 
to Nassau in The Bahamas (sea duty!).  Too much food, too much booze, and too much fun!  At 
the business meeting we decided that our next reunion will be in Reno Nevada in the summer 
of 2026 with tours to include Top Gun at NAS Fallon and a cruise on Lake Tahoe.  See the article 
elsewhere in this newsletter for a full debrief. 

Laura and I continue to enjoy extended road trips with our motorhome.  We leave mid-March 
for a six-week journey to New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada, California, and Utah.  This summer we 
will make our annual excursion to the mountains of New Mexico, Colorado, Wyoming, and Idaho 
in an effort to escape the South Texas heat.  If we pass through your neighborhood you may find 
a large vehicle in front of your house while we stop by for a visit (think Cousin Eddie in National 
Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation)! 

As mentioned elsewhere Admiral Dickey’s wife Fanna Loma Dickey passed away in January.  
Mike Barnes, Larry Boyd, Kent Fletcher, Bill Kelberlau, Ronda McCauley, Laura, and I represented 
the Old Salts at her memorial service.  Admiral Dickey is holding up reasonably well at 91.  He is 
in memory care at an assisted living facility in Austin.  I try to visit him every month or so.  While 
he has some difficulty communicating he does stay up to date on current events and enjoys 
hearing about his shipmates’ activities.  If you would like to send him a note his address is: 

 Gene Dickey, Belmont Village, 4310 Bee Caves Road, West Lake Hills, TX 78746 
 

Although I have now been retired from the Navy for almost as long as I served I highly cherish 
the relationships with you, my shipmates.  There is a certain quality to our camaraderie that 
surpasses all other relationships.  Thank you for being a special part of my life! 

Continued on Page 3 
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Fanna Loma Dickey……………………………………….……………Bill Craig & Michael Barnes 
 

It is with great sadness that Bill Craig notified us that Fanna Loma Dickey passed away on January 
24, 2025. She was a classical southern lady full of charm and grace with a smile and a kind word 
for everyone. Memorial service was held at Lakeway Church, 2203 Lakeway Blvd., Lakeway TX 
on Saturday February 1 at 3:00pm with reception to follow at The Hills Country Club in Lakeway.  
 

A contingent of Navy Reserve Intelligence supporters were in attendance to honor Fanna Loma at 
the service and the reception for Fanna Loma. OS&AS contributed a floral tribute as well.  We will all 
miss Fanna Loma.  May she rest in peace in the arms of the Lord. 
 

We have gathered a small collection of photos taken at the reception, including our group of Navy 
Reserve Intelligence supporters with RADM Dickey at the reception. We have also included a copy 
of the Memorial Service for those who see this and were not in attendance.    

  

 

OS&AS/CNRIC attendees with RADM Dickey 
L-R Bill Kelberlau, Ronda McCauley, Kent Fletcher, Laura 

Craig, Bill Craig, Michael Barnes & Larry Boyd 
 

Floral Tribute 
from OS&AS 

Extended Dickey Family 
with RADM Gene Dickey 

OS&AS/CNRIC L to R - Bill Kelberlau, Ronda 
McCauley, Kent Fletcher, Laura Craig, Bill Craig, 

Michael Barnes & Larry Boyd 
Fanna Loma’s - OS&AS 

Floral Tribute 

RADM Dickey and  
Entourage 
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OS&AS Cruise Reunion Highlights – Orlando and Carnival Glory 

Here are some of the highlights as reported by the reunion group members: 
 

The hospitality suite with some very good eats, very well done by Andy Wallach’s team, with  
Joe Maggiore, Belton Jennings, and Cynthia Faschini.  A good time was had by all, and Belton, as 
MC, provided the group with some great laughs. 

 

Continued on Page 5 
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The bus ride to Kennedy Space Center went off without a hitch! At the Space Center, what an 
inspiration to see what America, their brave astronauts and NASA accomplished. Hands on, 
amazing static displays, amazing videos, what a day!  Every minute was another amazing 
demonstration of our space capabilities, and the memories of great accomplishments.  Many 
reported on various aspects and a desire to return to spend more time! 

 

 

 

 
 

Continued on Page 6 
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The cruise – boarding was a breeze!   
 

There were meetings in the “Heroes Bar” (a nice bar dedicated to honoring military heroes) 
 

Dinner was enjoyed as a group, with seating at the “Captain’s Tables.“  

 

Continued on Page 7 
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People reported that there were many good food options available, and the meals at the dining 
room were good!   

  

 

 

 

 

Continued on Page 8 
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Bahama Excursions! Some took excursions into town, and reported that the huge “Atlantis 
Hotel Casino” was interesting.  They also reported that one of the excursions provided an 
interesting  look at the local culture and food.  NO incidents were reported. 

 
Carnival conducted a patriotic military recognition event in the ship’s theater, which most 
attended.  The ship offered all attendees each a chance to win a free cruise, no report on the 
winner (whoever they are).  

-- 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Continued on Page 9 
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On 3-8-25, Mike and Robin Barnes celebrated their 45th wedding anniversary with a special dinner at the Chef’s 
Table with their best man and OS&AS member Dale Willey and his wife, Suzie. The highlight was receiving a copy 
of the Warm Chocolate Melting Cake recipe. 

  
A photo album of all photos received will soon appear on the OS&AS web site. If anyone has additional photos 
to send, please send them to osasnewsletter@gmail.com. They will be added to the album 
 

Photo Credits: Bill Anderson, Robin Barnes & Cynthia Faschini  
 

Anna Mae Clark added her testimonial for our 1st OS&AS Reunion Cruise…. 
 

OS&AS’ reunion on a cruise to the Bahamas was exceptional. The number of attendees was reduced compared 
to previous reunions, but the camaraderie and enjoyment were super. Thise of us who toured the Kennedy 
Space Center had nothing but praise for the experience. I personally got chills while viewing the Command 
Center for the Apollo launches. A for Nassau, thanks to Bill and Laura Craig, I was able to participate on a 2 ½ 
hour tour; seeing and enjoying churches, breweries, food tasting, the Queen’s Steps, and so much more. All sites 
were so educational. When is the next one?? Sign me up! 
 

Continued on Page 10      
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“Cruised with OS&AS 2025” 
 

 

  

“Come Sail Away with Me!” 

Bill Craig 

Laura Craig 

George Snyder 

Susan Snyder 

Anna Clark 

 

“Come Sail Away” 

Bill Anderson 

Bonnie Anderson 

Tim Kathka 

Joe Maggiore 

Carrie McCutcheon 

Dianna Bailey 
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OLD SALTS & ASSORTED SPIES 
TREASURER’S REPORT 

AS OF 12-31-2024 
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Tour with Purpose to Israel: ………………………………………...Bill and Bonnie Anderson 
 

Following the horrific October 7, 2023, Hamas attack on Israel, Navy wife Bonnie and I 
monitored events in the Middle East and witnessed the proliferation of antisemitism on US  
college campuses, and throughout the world. Earlier that year, we’d completed a study tour of 
the Holy Land in March-April. We soon learned that the organization managing our earlier tour 
(CMJ-Israel) was using all three of their guest houses as safe havens for evacuees. Many staff 
and family members were Israeli Defense Force reservists, and were recalled to active military 
duty. During the upheaval of war, those not in the IDF delivered food and supported displaced 
and needy families. As the war continued, CMJ-Israel initiated a “Tour with Purpose” program 
to bring small groups of volunteers to give the peoples in the Holy Land a helping hand. This was 
the perfect opportunity for us to leave the sidelines. 
 

After two flight cancellations by US airlines that decided not to fly into a “hostile environment,” 
we arrived in Tel Aviv via El Al in mid-November, 2024. Walking through Ben Gurion airport, we 
were greeted by pictures of the many children, women, and men murdered, tortured, raped, 
and/or kidnapped by Hamas. During our working tour we encountered these same pictures, and 
yellow ribbons, posted throughout Israel’s cities and countryside--a constant reminder of the 
worst attack on the Jewish people since the Holocaust. We met our leader in the airport and 
traveled to Christ Church guest house in the Old City of Jerusalem.  
 

Not once did we feel unsafe during our time in Israel. Western media’s “too dangerous” bias has 
severely damaged Israel’s economy by discouraging tourism. That said, we saw tourists from 
Asia, Africa, and other countries in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, albeit with smaller crowds, and 
encountered numerous Israeli children walking and playing in the streets and plazas.  
 

In addition to working at several locations needing volunteers, we were 
able to visit war related sites. Hostages Square on the Tel Aviv Museum 
of Art Plaza supports the hostages and their families and serves as the 
official headquarters for press conferences, outdoor concerts, and rallies. 
In tent shelters, kibbutz survivors and hostage families raise funds to 
finance their efforts and tell visitors about their experiences as survivors 
of Hamas’ massacre. We listened to one kibbutz survivor describe what 
happened to his family and friends, many of whom were kidnapped or 
murdered, though miraculously, some escaped. Two male members, their 
pictures on display, remain unaccounted for and are hoped to be alive. 
                   Continued on Page 13 
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A long Shabbat table sits under one shelter, places set, empty chairs 
waiting for each of the missing hostages who are unable to observe this 
weekly Jewish day of rest with their families. Especially heart wrenching 
are the seats for the two Bibas children, taken at ages 9 months and four 
years (Sadly, they were returned dead in a recent prisoner exchange). A 
replica of a Hamas tunnel demonstrates what the hostages have endured 
and are still enduring—total darkness, no facilities, inadequate air flow, 
food, and water. Visitors walk through the dark spaces trying to imagine 
the horror of attempting to survive each day underground in such horrific 
and sordid conditions. Unlike the actual tunnels, the replica has 
adequate air flow and there is light at the end of the tunnel.  

 

CMJ-Israel’s deputy director drove four of us to 
Moshav Ein HaBesor, located some three miles 
from the Gaza border. Moshav members, in 
contrast to kibbutz members, privately own 
property and voluntarily work together as a 
business community. At the Moshav farm’s facility 
we packed lettuce for market alongside several 
Thai workers who have returned to Israel’s “salad 
trail” after some 30,000 left when the war started. 
Miraculously, Ein HaBesor residents were able to 
close their entrance gate at the last moment, 
preventing Hamas’s assault. Only two members of 
the community were wounded. 
 

Later in the day we visited the Nova Music Festival 
Massacre site. There are no words to express the grief 
of this place, now a memorial, where over 364 innocent 
concert attendees were murdered, raped, and 
kidnapped by Hamas. A one-hour documentary by 
Sheryl Sandburg disabuses any doubts of what Hamas 
did and is available on YouTube. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zAr9oGSXgak 
 

Continued on Page 14 
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After moving to Beit Immanuel Guest House in Tel Aviv, we helped at Soldier’s House, located 
in a parking garage. Volunteers distribute donations of household provisions, hygiene products, 
and supplies received from all over the world, to evacuated families, soldiers, and others in 
need.  
 

We had our only experience of what the Israeli people have lived with for many years in Tel Aviv. 
At 8:40 p.m., an alarm sounded on my Home Front Command app, giving us 90 seconds to get 
to the basement shelter. Israel has a multi-layered defense array. The missile, fired from 
Lebanon, was intercepted and destroyed. 
 

On our final day, we served meals in the Lasova Soup Kitchen. Open from 
10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., one hot, nutritious, kosher meal a day is provided 
to 250+ disadvantaged people who cannot afford basic necessities. Diners 
are asked to pay one Israeli shekel (27 cents). If funds aren’t on hand, 
there’s no charge. Food is donated by farmers, businesses, restaurants, 
and event halls. Additional donated food is offered to anyone desiring to 
take something with them. On our work day, freshly baked bread, 
grapefruit, trays of frozen slaw or beets were handed out. Donated clothing 
was also available. 

 

Meeting and working with Israeli citizens and volunteers from many countries and having 
opportunities to serve in the Holy Land and observe first-hand the resilience of God’s people to 
adapt and thrive in spite of the trauma of war was an awesome experience. Our many new 
Israeli friends blessed us more than we could ever have imagined.  
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Our Next OS&AS Reunion – Reno NV 2026 
 

Micheal Barnes briefed the business meeting on having the next reunion 
in Reno, Nevada to include NAS Fallon home of “Top Gun”. He has been in 
contact with the current Public Affairs Officer (PAO) and received a 
favorable response to host our group for a tour of NAS Fallon. The initial 

Itinerary was briefed.  Hotel details are working as well as activities and links to events.  This 
suggestion is proposed for mid to late September 2026.   
 

The collective consensus was Reno, Nevada in September 2026.  The other suggestions will be 
further developed for future Reunions.  (More information to be in the 2nd Qtr 2025 newsletter.) 

 

  



OS&AS Newsletter, 1st Quarter 2025 
 

 

16 
 
 

OS&AS and NRIC Coins………………………………………………………………………….Ben Crew 
 

Coming Soon -  Coins will be available for OS&AS and NRIC. ISCM Ben Crew USN(Ret) who sold 
them at the Annapolis Reunion is setting up an ordering process. We will be finalizing ordering 
and delivery methods soon. This is just a heads up. 
 
ISCM Crew advises that you will be able to place an order (when he actually has them in hand). Order 
will be via his email. Further details will be provided as the process is developed. Cost will be $10.00 
plus first-class postage - usually around $5.50. Any profit will be donated to charity. 
 

 
Note:  background on the coins is grayer than actual, due to lighting on the photo. 
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Please keep your membership information up-to-date.  
Complete this form and email to osasmembership@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to submit an  

item for the next newsletter, 

 please send it to: 

 osasnewsletter@gmail.com  

MAILING ADDRESS AND INFORMATION FORM 

 

FIRST NAME: ___________________________ M.I.: _______ LAST NAME: __________________________________ 

HOME ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________ (     ) Check if preferred address 

CITY, STATE, ZIP: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

SPOUSE’S FIRST NAME: ______________________________ YOUR EMAIL: __________________________________ 

BUS. ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________ (     ) Check if preferred address 

CITY, STATE, ZIP: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE: Home (_____)_________________ CELL: (_____) ___________________ BUS: (_____)__________________ 

RIA/NRIC of Retirement: _______________________ YEAR: ______________RANK/RATE: _____________________ 

I would like to donate $_______ to the Operating Fund for the Association of Old Salts & Assorted Spies. 
A yearly donation of $25.00 is suggested for the Operating Fund. Any amount is appreciated! 

 
Make checks payable to OS&AS and mail to:     Richard P. Martinez, Treasurer 

                                                                  248 Palomino Court 
                                                                                       The Woodlands, TX 77382-1812 

 
The information requested on this form is used to keep the OS&AS mailing directory correct. New members please complete this form marked as 

‘NEW MEMBER.’ Please fill in the information as an ‘UPDATE’ form when submitting 1.- change of address/phone/email; 2- additional 
information or 3-making a donation to the Operating Fund. 

 

Updated contact information can also be emailed to: osasmembership@gmail.com 
 

 

NEW MEMBER_____ 

UPDATE_____ 


