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The reunion planning is complete and
Registration is open! The registration form,
hotel reservation info, schedule of events and
more are all on the website:
http://os-as.com/?page_id=1228

Registration form & funds must be received by
Bill Craig on or before March 27, 2020.
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A message from your Chairman:

Happy New Year to all. As we begin the year 2020, I expect that many of us
are considering how to make this year better and more fruitful than 2019.
As I think of that I find it somewhat difficult to realize how that will be
possible since 2019 was such a wonderful year. Jan and I had two
granddaughters graduate from college, had two granddaughters playing on
the Oklahoma 5A championship basketball team (one was the MVP), had
two grandsons enjoying success during their senior year in high school (one
is planning to attend Oklahoma State University), one grandson attending
his Junior year at University of Texas Arlington, one granddaughter playing
on a winning select softball team, and several opportunities to be with our
family. We were also very fortunate to have had opportunities to be with
friends and shipmates at the OS&AS reunion in Norfolk and the Admiral
Dickey DNRIP/CNRIC dinner in Austin in November. However, due to Bill
Craig’s extensive efforts to plan and coordinate the OS&AS reunion in
Fredericksburg, TX during the week of 26-30 April 2020 I anticipate an even
more successful reunion and expanded opportunities to enjoy the
camaraderie with our military friends and families. In the usual Bill Craig
fashion he has taken on the challenge of being the President as well as
planning the reunion so that everyone will benefit from his impeccable and
seamless efforts. Thank you, Bill, for everything. Registration for the
reunion can be done at the OS&AS website http://os-as.com
Fredericksburg is well known for its wineries, rugged hills, caverns and
rivers. Its German heritage is on display at the Pioneer Museum featuring
settlers’ homesteads. The town square Marktplatz, the Vereinskirche, is a
replica of a 19th century German church that once stood in the city. The
National Museum of the Pacific War is vast and features WWII exhibits and a
recreated combat zone.
Many thanks to Suzanne Brannon for assuming your role as Newsletter
Editor and to Gary Powers for your coordination and assistance.

Patrick H. Merrill
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TREASURER'S REPORT
December 31, 2019

OS&AS Operating Fund:

Many thanks to these OS&AS
members for their donations:

James Nicholson
Normand Lussier
Russ & Carol Dyer
Lester & Robbye Alfortish
Merlyn & Pamela Moore
Ralph & Nina Ross
Don & Ana Maria McLeod
Thomas "Tucker" Coughlen
Dennis Selig
Lance & Sarah Arnold
Paul Pappenheim
Michael & Robin Barnes
Anna Clark
Ralph & Nina Ross
Mack & Linda Cox
Normand & Peggy Lussier
John & Diane Fishero
Forrest Frank
Carrie McCutcheon
Sam Sumwalt
Mack & Linda Cox
John & Catie Geist
Pete & Sandra Barsczeski
Gary Powers
Louis & Debbie Wright
William & Laura Craig
Charles & Beth Morrison
William & Bonnie Anderson

Hot off the press!
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2018 Financial Activity

Beginning Balance 1-1-2018 $17,333.99

Donations $1,220.00

2018/2019 Reunion Expenses $(2,510.37)

Ending Balance 12-31-2018 $16,043.62

2019 Year To Date
Financial Activity

Beginning Balance 1-1-2019 $16,043.62

Donations $825.00

Ship Store Sales $258.00

2018/2019 Reunion Revenue $18.36

Landing Zone Grace Donation $(2,500.00)

2020 Reunion Expense $(2,500.00)

Administrative Expenses $(70.52)

Membership Expenses $(384.12)

Ending Balance 12/31/2019 $11,690.34
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OS&AS Members ‘Forward Presence’ in the community

This year 1600 flags were on display during the Field of Honor week. Bill
Kelberlau and Ronda McCauley worked the week of honor participating
in all the activities and having fun. Ronda McCauley is the Daughters of
the American Revolution associate representative for the Field of Honor.
The DAR group prepared over 200 flags used for the Boy Scout evening
flag retirement ceremonies. “Taking a pair of scissors to an American flag
is tougher than you might think,” Ronda states. Also, she was privileged
to march in the opening ceremonies Parade of Colors with the DAR flag.

The National Society of the Sons of the American Revolution,
(Central Texas Region) awarded Ronda McCauley the Martha
Washington Medal in grateful recognition of her outstanding service
to the Sons of the American Revolution. This award is presented to
the person who has promoted patriotism and supported the men
and women who defend freedom and liberty.

Field of Honor is a celebration recognizing and remembering
active military members, reservists, veterans and first-
responders with a week of activities. Bill Kelberlau (far right)
represented the Navy element in the presentations to just
under 1000 middle school children who came through on
daily school sponsored learning sessions. All military
services were represented and the teens got to ask some
"engaging" questions of the veterans.
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Suggested reading recommended by
CAPT Chris Christopher, USN Ret

via Tucker Coughlin

THE UNTOLD STORY OF THE SECRETMISSION TO SEIZE NAZI MAP DATA
How a covert U.S. Army intelligence unit canvassed war-torn

Europe, capturing intelligence with incalculable strategic value

BY GREG MILLER, SMITHSONIANMAGAZINE, November 2019.

Entering German cities within days of their capture by Allied forces, the special Army-led team
slipped into bomb-ravaged Cologne in early March 1945. (The National Archives; Bettman

Archives)

The fighting for Aachen was fierce. American planes and artillery pounded the Nazi
defenses for days. Tanks then rolled into the narrow streets of the ancient city, the
imperial seat of Charlemagne, which Hitler had ordered defended at all costs. Bloody
building-to-building combat ensued until, finally, on October 21, 1944, Aachen became
the first German city to fall into Allied hands.

Read the full Article: https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/untold-story-
secret-mission-seize-nazi-map-data-180973317/?utm_source=pocket-newtab



Do you wonder what happened to the Naval Reserve
Intelligence program? Well, it has a new name but is
a vital program with real world engagement. Take a
look at CAPT Kirk Luker’s briefing (posted on the
OS&ASWebsite: http://os-as.com/?page_id=1067
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Steve Maffeo retired in 2008 after 31 years of
service US Army National Guard (Signal Corps), the
US Navy, and the US Naval Reserve Intelligence
Program. His final assignment was as an instructor,
and the director of part-time programs, at the
National Defense Intelligence College in
Washington. Twice the citizen, he also retired as
the associate director of the academic library at
the US Air Force Academy.
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Hot off the Press!
NRIP retiree publishes historical novel about the Cuban Missile Crisis

”The RussianWho Saved the World" is a fictionalized undersea
thriller dramatically inspired by true historical events. In 1962
the USSR established a significant military presence in Cuba --
including bombers and missiles armed with nuclear weapons.
The world remembers this is the amazing "eyeball-to-eyeball"
confrontation between President John F. Kennedy and Premier
Nikita S. Khrushchev.

The Soviets also intended to establish a large naval presence in
Cuba, beginning with the sending of four diesel
submarines. Unknown to the United States -- and it remained
unknown for almost forty years -- each submarine had been
equipped with a torpedo having a nuclear warhead.

And, incredibly, each boat's commander had been given
independent authority to fire this torpedo under certain
circumstances. One captain breaks down under terrible
physical and mental pressure and decides to shoot. But that
captain is transporting another officer to Cuba as a passenger,
and that officer argues for a different decision. This is a
frightening story -- solidly based on fact.
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CPO Thomas L. Richey,
U.S. Navy, (Ret.)
September 22, 1945 - January 21, 2019

Thomas L. Richey, 73, died unexpectedly on January 21, 2019 at his home in Colorado
Springs, Colorado. He was born September 22, 1945 in Greeley, Colorado, the son of
Gerald S. and Leona (Atkins) Richey.

Tom graduated from Coronado High School in Coronado, California in the Class of 1963.
Following graduation, he served in the U.S. Navy during the Vietnam War and then
retired from active duty in 1970. Tom affiliated with the U.S. Navy Reserve Intelligence
Program in Reserve Intelligence Area 5 until he retired as a Chief Petty Officer in 1996.
He also had a career with Public Service Company of Colorado and worked there for
more than twenty-five years and later at Western Sling.

He was an active member of several churches, enjoyed jogging, watching sports,
camping, jazz and blues concerts and spending time in their home near the beach in
San Felipe, Mexico. He is remembered as a loyal friend, loving father and grandfather
and an engaging conversationalist.

Tom is survived by his son, Mathew and wife (Penny Kelso) , Michelle (Powell) of
Arvada, Colorado and grandchildren, Liam, Brandy, Kellen, and Amelia; his son, Micah
of Lakewood, Colorado and grandchildren, Logan and Ashlyn; his son, Seth and wife,
Heather (Utecht) of Highlands Ranch, Colorado and grandson, Ezekiel. Tom is also
survived by his sister, Roslyn.
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If you would like to submit an
item for the next newsletter,

please send it to:

osasnewsletter@gmail.com
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